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NEWSLETTER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/ARCHIVESADVISOR

Michael Gourlie, Executive Director/Archives Advisor

Giventhetimeline of the ASA’srecent activities, one would expect to have
asplashy conference themed issue asthe focus of the Spring 2006 ASA
newsletter. Alas, incoordinating and carrying out the conference, certain
activities had to be put aside temporarily, including the ASA newsletter.
Thisissuewill focuson avariety of recent grants-related activitiesfrom
institutional membersaswell asother items of interest to the archival
community. Conference coverage will appear inthe Summer 2006 issue,
and the annual reports of the ASA Board and committeeswill appear as
usual inthe Fall 2006 issue.

But the theme of grantsdoes allow sometie-into the activities at the
recent ASA conference. Thelast conference session featured lan Forsyth,
Vice-Chair of the Canadian Council of Archives (CCA), and Marianne
McL ean of Library and Archives Canada (LAC) discussing the National
Archival Development Program (NADP), the new federal contributions
program of LAC administered by CCA. Thisnew funding arrangement
has set specific goalsto measureits success, and theASA and its
institutional members, along with the other provincial archival associations
and their members, will haveto create strategic approachesto achieve our
provincial goalsaswell asthose of theNADP. And speaking of strategic
approaches, the ASA isdevel oping its new strategic plan, partly in response
to the NADP and other upcoming challengesfacing the archival
community. We're seeking member input on the plan, the draft of which
isavailable onthe A SA website at http://www.archivesal berta.org/general/
conferences.htm. Pleaseread it and submit your comments to Janet
McMaster at jmcmast@shaw.ca by August 31, 2006 so that ASA’s
members can build aplan for the future direction of the archival
community.
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ARCHIVES NETWORK OF ALBERTA NEWS

Enhancementsto Alberta InWord

Asaresult of feedback received from our users, we have recently enhanced the
ability to print scanned pages from our AlbertalnWord database. To accessthe
database, go to:

http://asalive.archivesa berta.org:8080/access/asa/documents/

Onceyou have selected a description, the pages are brought up by choosing a
number at the bottom of the description. After you choose a number, the
scanned page will appear. To save acopy of that pagefor printing, right-click on
the document and then select “ save picture as’. Please note that our Alberta
InSight database has not been changed, and theright click featureisnot available
for AlbertalnSight. If you haven't checked out Alberta InWord recently, |
would encourage you to do so, as there are over 75,000 scanned pages of textual
recordsthat are available.

User Satistics

The number of user sessionsto our ANA databasesis compiled on aquarterly
basis. The numbershave been steadily growing, and for the quarter ending
March 31, 2006, we experienced our highest number to date with atotal of
44,231 user sessions. This averages out to almost 500 user sessions per day to
our databases. User sessions aretracked separately for thoseinstitutionswith
filtered views, soif your ingtitution has afiltered view and would like those
figures, please contact me.

As System Administrator, my role isto respond to questions about the system,
coordinatetraining activities, vet descriptionsand process bulk uploads. If you
have any questions about the Archives Network of Alberta, or wishto arrange
for training, please contact me at (403) 236-3406 or jmcmast@shaw.ca.

Janet McMaster, System Administrator, Archives Network of Alberta
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ALBERTA'SGREAT TREE HUNT!

TheAlbertaHeritage Tree Project wantsto celebrate
your favouritetrees.

In aprogram designed to raise awareness about the
impact trees have on our livestoday and historicaly, the
Heritage Tree Foundation requests nominations of trees
Y OU consider special. Thecriteriaare broad: the old,
large, rare, thosewith historical or cultural significance,
and much more.

Nominations may refer to an individual tree or groups:. a
grove, avenue, garden, arboretum or shelterbelt.
Perhapsthereisatree that has acquired status as a
community landmark or growsin an unusual location or
has an unusual shape. Treeswithin Environmentally
Significant Areas, or provide nesting homesfor rare birds
can be considered in nominations. Additional criteriaand
information can befound by visiting our website;
www.heritagetreefoundation.com

Thereisno limit on the numbers of treesyou can
nominate!

What makes our project special and enduring though, is
documenting the stories behind the trees you nominate.
Treesprovidealiving link to our past. They hold stories
and carry meaning for people.

Upon receiving nominations, Regional Selection
Committees, consisting of local individualsfrom awide
variety of disciplines, will select treesto ensurethey
match the criteria. Perhaps you would enjoy, as part of

theregional team, selecting treesin your
community for Heritage recognition. Call or email
us at the contact information below.

Upon selection, each tree will receive aplaque and,
with thelandowner’s permission, be placed on the
trunk or directly in front of the tree. Thiscommon
identifying featurewill makeit easier for
community membersto locate aHeritage Tree.

Theselocationswill appear in our book; Heritage
Trees of Alberta (June 2007) and feature botanical,
historical and cultural information on specifictrees.

We hope your special treewill befeatured!

From the community or from your travelswithin
the Province; please share your tree story with us.
Help usto celebrate Alberta’ s natural history.

NominationsBegin May 1, 2006
TheAlbertaHeritage Tree Project
www.heritagetreefoundation.com

Box 334
Turner Valley, AB
TOL 2A0
(403) 933-3099
(403) 398-0201 FAX

*The Foundation respects the privacy of
landowners; publication of locationsrequirestheir
permission.

A|bel’ta’S Great Tl'ee Hunt Nominate your favourite Tree!

What makes your tree special:
¢ Historical or Cultural significance

¢ Age, Height, Circumference/Diameter
+ Rare
¢ Community Landmark
¢ Survivor of Adverse Conditions
¢ Horticultural Significance
¢ Rare or endangered bird habitat
¢ Part of an Environmentally Significant Area

These are a few of the criteria collected through the website.What makes this Project special is documenting the stories behind
the trees you nominate.Help select trees in your community for Heritage recognition—participate on your Regional Selection
Committee.

Nominations online
www. heritagetreefoundation.com

The Alberta Heritage Tree Project, Box 334, Turner Valley, Alberta, TOL 2A0
Phone; (403) 933-3099 / Fax: (403) 398-0201
Your tree may be featured in our book; Heritage Trees of Alberta (June 2007)!
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DESCRIBING THE PAPERSOFALBERTA’'SGREATEST GENEALOGI ST

Jim Bowman (1)

Charles Denney, 1901-2002, enjoyed avery long and
accomplished life. Theremarkablethingwasthat his
greatest achievements came after he reached the usual
age of retirement.

Bornto apioneering rural Albertafamily, Denney taught
inrural schoolsin places

Realizing that his project had grown beyond the
scope of a published book, in 1985, Denney sold
hisgenealogical compilation and personal papersto
the Glenbow Archivesfor the sum of $25,000.
Thefirst accession of hisfamily history files,
referencefiles (copied research resources), and
personal paperswasmicrofilmed

like Edson, Tofield, Cereal,
and New Dayton until 1939.
An active supporter of
Social Creditin 1930s, he
became Supervisor of
Cooperativesand Credit
Unionsin 1940, and
eventually started hisown
income tax and accounting
officein Edmonton.

In 1967, as his personal
centennial project, Denney

Charles Denney with his genealc;gicl -

and file-listed by an archival
technician at Glenbow in 1991. A
further accumulation of personal
correspondence, literary
manuscripts, and hiswife's
family paperswas bequeathed to
theAlbertaGeneal ogical Society,
which donated them to Glenbow
in 2003 and 2005.

The Denney Collection soon
became Glenbow’s most
frequently-consulted fonds,
largely asaresult of the
recognition of the Métisasone
of Canada sfounding aboriginal

set out to document the

geneal ogies of descendants binders, May 20, 1982. M 8981-270-1,
of Lord Selkirk’sRed River Glenbow Archives

Settlers. Eventually it

encompassed over 1200

Red River and fur trade families, most of which were
Métis. To keep track of the diverging and converging
family lines, he devised his own file numbering system,
assigning ablock of 1,000 numbersto each family and
their descendants. He also maintained acard fileon
individual members of thefamilieswhich grew to 26
metresin extent. An energetic researcher, hetraveled
throughout western Canada, sifting through libraries,
archives, parishregisters, and graveyards.

In the 1970s Denney was founder of the Alberta
Geneal ogical Society, an active member of the
Edmonton chapter of the Historical Society of Alberta,
historian for the Northern Alberta Pioneers and
Descendants Association, and member of the City of
Edmonton Historical Board. Hewaslargely self-taught
asagenea ogist and historian, but he understood the
importance of documenting hissources. Intellectually
activeright up to the time of hisdeath, he wrote as
many as adozen letters aday to family and friends,
geneal ogists, and members of Métisfamilieswho were
complete strangers. Hewas also afrequent contributor
to letters-to-the-editor columns. Hisletterssparklewith
intelligence, creativity, humour, and enjoyment of life.

groups under the Constitution
Act, 1982. For MétisinAlberta, genealogy isnot a
hobby. It isanecessity for those who wish to
document their Aborigina status.

Research revealsthat academic researchers
requirementsfor archiva finding aids differ from
those of geneal ogical researchers. Academics
benefit from narrative descriptions of the contents
of each file, while geneal ogists usually need to see
lists of names. (2)

There are special issues associated with Métis
names. For onething, because most Métisin the
nineteenth century wereilliterate, their surnames
were only recorded afew timesin their lives by
their employers, government bureaucrats, or clergy
who conducted rites of passage. Spellingsand
pronunciations of family namesvaried over timein
the early Prairie society where severa different
languages were spoken. For example, the surname
Oudllette changed to Willett, then to Vall ette.

There was al so the French-Canadian tradition of
“dit” names, hereditary nicknameswhich
sometimestransformed into legal surnames.
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AnASAANA Grant madeit possible expand theindex
to Denney’sfamily history filestoinclude variant
formsof names, “dit” names, and wives' maiden
names. Descriptions of thereferencefileswere
revised expanded for accuracy and completeness. The
2003 and 2005 accessions of the Denney family
personal papersinventoried. Theentirefonds
description wasdigitized, and can be viewed at
www.glenbow.org/collectiong/search/findingAids/
archhtm/denney.cfm.

(1) Thisarticlewill also be submitted to Chinook, the newsl etter
of theAlberta Family Histories Society

(2) cf. Wendy M. Duff and Catherine A. Johnson, “Where isthe
ListwithAll the Names: Information-seeking Behavior of
Genealogists,” American Archivist, vol. 66 no. 1 (Spring/
Summer 2003), pp. 79-95.

CPCAR GRANT SOUTH PEACE REGIONAL ARCHIVES

Mary Nutting, Archivist

Asanew small archivesit iseasy to get caught in the
digital ease of scanning photographs and then using
those scans amost as a preservation tool. The
original photographs, stored in acid-free envelopes
with their fonds are put into archival storage and
forgotten amidst the daily busy-ness.

Thankfully, because of grantslike the CCA
Conservation Plan for Canadian Archival Records
(CPCAR) grant, at least once ayear | haveto
consider what my preservation goalsare. This
matching grant allows me to accomplish some of
those goals at half the actual cost.

In 2006, South Peace Regional Archivesreceived a
CPCAR grant to make preservation negativesfor the
Mack Prentiss collection and the Field's Studio fonds.
It was afairly easy project as my work was limited to
choosing the photographs and then packaging them to
send to the Provincial Archives. DennisHyduk,
Conservator, produced the negatives at ASA standards
and a set of reprints for reference.

Both of these collectionswere preserved rather
miraculously. The Mack Prentiss collection contains
photographstaken by A.M. Bezanson during hisfirst
exploratory trip into the south Peace River areain
1906 and his subsequent settlement there. Later they
were used in three books to promote settlement in the
Peace Country. They were preserved by an un-
identified man who died in arooming-housein
Sesattle, Washington. Asthe proprietor sorted through
his belongings, she came across the photographswith
meti cul ous hand-written descriptions on the backs
identifying them asbeing on the Grande Prairie. She
sent them on to her cousin Mack in Grande Prairie
and 30 yearslater he deposited them in the archives.

Camp on Moberly Lake, 1911
A.M. Bezanson

The second collectionisthe Field’s Studio fonds
which detailslifein Grande Prairie during the* Plenty
Twenties’. The photographer, an artist from New
York, closed down his studio at the beginning of the
Great Depression and died shortly afterwards. This
collection camein four different accessionswith very
littleidentifying notes. We had to piece together
descriptions from many sources.

Grande Prairie Train Sation, [1928]
Field's Sudio fonds

Thank you ASA and CCA for assisting uswith this
project!
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PROCESSING THE KERRY WOOD FONDS
Shelley Respondek, Saff Archivist, Red Deer and District Archives

Kerry Wood was a
very accomplished
man in histime. He
was the recipient of
two Governor-
General’s Literary
Awardsfor juvenile
literature (1955 and
1957), amember of the
Order of Canada
(1990) aswell asan
honorary recipient of a
Doctorate of Laws degree from the University of
Alberta. Bornin New York State in 1907 as Edgar
Allardyce Wood, he was known to friends as Nobby.
He and hisfamily moved to Red Deer, Albertain
1918 after spending some timein both the provinces
of Ontario and Saskatchewan. At avery early age
Nobby knew that he wanted to be awriter. And not
just any writer; he wanted to write about all aspects
of the fascinating and ever changing world of nature
and wildlife. At the age of sixteen, he took the pen-
name ‘Kerry Wood’ and was successful in publishing
small articles and storiesin various newspapers and
magazines. 1n 1936 he married the love of hislife,
Marjorie, and together they had three children,
Rondo, Heather and Gregory. Many of Nobby’'s
hobbies and interests centred on hislove of the
outdoors. For example, he was an avid birder,
canoeist and archer. Ever the entrepreneur, Kerry
also started an archery business making bows and
arrows; and with hiswife, he self-published his
books. They also sold MacOwls, those cute and
loveable stuffed Scottish owls. Kerry wrote about
Canada, Albertaand Red Deer and instilled in
children as well as adults the wonders and beauty of
nature. He passed away on July 25", 1998.

Figure 1. Kerry Wood

Hiswife, Marjorie Wood, donated the papers of
Kerry Wood to the Red Deer and District Archivesin
June 1999. In order to preparefor aNAAB appraisal
of the donation, Garth Clarke, the Staff Archivist at
the time, spent a considerable amount of time
organizing therecordsinto seriesand roughly
processing theitemsdowntofilelevel. A preliminary
finding aid was al so compl eted.

In 2005 the Archives received a grant from the
Canadian Council of Archives (CCA) to properly
processthe records, down to seriesand filelevel, as
well asproducing aRAD compliant finding aid. With
the preliminary finding aid from the 1999 NAAB
appraisal in hand, the Project Archivist, Mitra
Shakibanejad; theArchives Technician, Keely
Burkholder; and the Staff Archivist, Shelley
Respondek began to analyse therecords. The
preliminary finding aid indicated that there were ca.
1600 photographsin 6 banker’s boxes, with the
remaining 19 boxes containing manuscripts, awards,
audio regls, books and other material. It wasdecided
that the Project Archivist would processthe
photographswhilethe Archives Technician and the
Staff Archivist processed the rest of the material.

After aweek of initial inventorying, it was evident that
there were alot more photographs than had been
previously anticipated. Several thousand moreto be
exact. Discussion ensued asto how to approach
processing so many photographs. It was decided that
they would be divided down to the sub-sub-series
level toidentify groups of photos (i.e. specific types of
birds) but that photoswould not beindividually
identified. Certain seriesproved to bequitetime
consuming astime had to be taken to research
individual speciesof birdsand different types of
mammal s before we could identify them. When all
was said and done, there were 6184 photographs
processed along with 681 slides.

Meanwhile, the Archives Technician set about
processing the paper material. Sheremoved staples,
elasticsand duplicates, and created thefile
descriptionsfor thefinal RAD compliant finding aid.
The Staff Archivist spent her time processing the
books that were part of the donation. It was decided
to process the books by the series they were part of,
and then al phabetically by author’slast name.
Intellectually, achart was created listing al books by
four main subject areas. Thiswas done to assist
researchersin choosing the correct booksfor their
research query. To keep the books accessible, they
were placed on the shelves, with an acid-free
identification card placed in them. However, to
minimize space, the books had to be placed in two
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rows on each shelf, creating a back and a front row.
This arrangement was a compromise instead of having

to lift aheavy box of books off the shelf,
just to retrieve oneitem. 155 books
were processed inall. Oncethiswas
accomplished, the Staff Archivist assisted
the Archives Technicianin finishing the
processing of the paper records. In
total, the fonds comprises of over 10
metres of records, in 50 various-sized
Hollinger boxes.

All participantsin the processing of the
collection learned the val ue of teamwork,
aswe all had to help each other to
accomplish the overwhelming task of
processing over 10 meters of recordsin 3

months. We also learned that even with apreliminary
finding aid to assist usin our work, careful inspection of

Figure 2: Great
Horned MacOwl

al filesand serieswas still required astherewere
missing dates and incompletefileliststhat had to be

rechecked or created from scratch.

Through all the stresses of trying to identify yet
another species of bird or mammal photograph,

deep discussionson various
interpretations of RAD, and what to
do with the many audio reelsfound in
the boxes, everyoneinvolvedinthe
project had an enjoyable time. We
learned from each other and from the
documentsthat were at our fingertips.
Kerry Wood had anincrediblelife
where hewas ableto live out his
dream of becoming awriter and
sharing with millionsof readershis
love and knowledge of the outdoors.

To learn more about Kerry Wood,
please contact the Red Deer and

District Archivesat (403) 309-8403 or at
www.reddeer.ca/archives.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY ARCHIVESCOMPLETES

TWO SPECIAL PROJECTS

Lisa Atkinson, Archival Program Manager, University of Calgary Archives

The University of Calgary Archivesispleased to
announce the compl etion of two externally funded
projects. The projectsinclude the arrangement and
description of the papers of Dr. Richard Forbisand of
Professor Terence Penelhum which are held in the
University Archives.

Dr. Forbis has been dubbed “the Father of Alberta
Archaeology” for hispioneering contributionsto
Northern Plainsarchaeol ogical science. An eminent
archaeol ogist and prehi storian whose achievements
were recoghized through many awardsand
scholarships, Forbistaught at the University of Calgary
from 1960 until hisretirement in 1988. Asthefirst
archaeologist at the University of Calgary, Dr. Forbis
wasresponsiblefor creating the Department of
Archaeology — Canada' sfirst university department
devoted solely to theinstruction of that subject —and
for its development into the distinct and eminent school
it has become.

Richard Forbis' recordsreflect the more than 30 years
he spent in theinvestigation of the archaeol ogy of
western Canadawith aparticular focus on the early
man studies. Hewas personally responsiblefor thefirst
systematic programme of archaeol ogical investigations
inAlberta, undertaking extensivefieldwork all over the
province. AsChairman of the Public Hearingsinto the
Conservation of Historical and Archaeol ogical
ResourcesinAlbertain 1972, Dr. Forbisplayed a
critical roleinthe development of the AlbertaHistorical
ResourcesAct, which introduced into Canadaanew era
of heritage public policy. Dr. Forbisdiedin 1999. The
records heleft behind reflect aman with an
extraordinary commitment to hischosenfield, whose
work and vision wereinstrumental in shaping the
province's policy and law. This project was made
possible by financial assistance from the Government of
Canadathrough the National Archivesof Canadaand
the Canadian Council of Archives.

Terence Penelhum has been a professor emeritus of
Religious Studies at the University of Calgary sincehis
retirement in 1988. Professor Penelhum enjoys
international recognition for his numerous booksand
articles on the subjects of David Hume, faith, ethics,
and reason. He has been sought after for teaching and
research appointments at Cambridge, Oxford,

Edinburgh, Yale and numerous other universities
throughout North America. He hasreceived
honorary doctorates from four Canadian
universities and was el ected aFellow of the Royal
Society of Canadain 1975. Terence Penelhum
was dean of Arts and Science from 1964 to 1967,
head of the Philosophy Department from 1964-
1970, and director of the Calgary Institute for the
Humanitiesfrom 1976-1979. Hewas afull
professor in the Department of Philosophy from
1964-1978, and in the Department of Religious
Studiesfrom 1978-1988.

The fonds consists of recordsrelating to Terence
Penelhum'’ s variousroles as professor, author and
lecturer, and personal recordsrelating to hisrolesas
dean and department head. The fonds documents
the period from 1950 to 2000 and includes
manuscriptsfor booksand articles,
correspondence, unpublished conference
presentations, public lectures and presentations,
speeches, convocation citations, tributesto
colleagues, lecturesfor coursestaught, and records
relating to awards and honorary degreesreceived.
This project has been supported by agrant from
Alberta L otteriesthrough the Archives Society of
Alberta.

Thefilelistsfor Dr. Forbis and Professor
Penelhum’srecordsare available onthe University
Archives “Private Papers’ webpagelocated at
http://www.ucal gary.ca/archives/
researchholdings.html. Paper copiesof thelists
areavailabletoresearchersintheArchives reading
room located on the 12" floor of the MacKimmie
Library Tower. Thefonds-level descriptions have
been added to the Archives Network of Albertaand
the Archives Canadaonline databases.
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PROVINCIAL ARCHIVESOFALBERTADIGITAL PRESERVATION SURVEY:

TECHNOLOGY —PART |

Lori Podolsky Nordland, Digital Archivist, Provincial Archives of Alberta

Inthelast article, | provided highlights of adigital
preservation survey that was sent to eleven national and
international archival and library institutions (of which
eight participated) in September 2005. Six major
themes—appraisal, acquisition, storage, access,
metadata, and challenges—were addressed with
responses ranging from no response to general response
with afew remarks, to more asubstantive, in-depth
response. Overall, the article summarized the responses
on the current practices, aswell asthoseinforming
future policiesand
procedures, relating to

information on the part of technology intheir digital
preservation strategy solution.

Asmentioned inthefirst article, all of the
institutions responded that they arein the process of
initiating sometype of systemsarchitecturefor their
digital records. Althoughtheinstitutionsarein
various stages, each respondent provided individual,
val uable comments on managing and preserving
emails, websites, and mediastorage, for instance.
When combined, these
responses gave ageneric

theinfrastructure of a
digital archives, the
extent and scope of
digital records
acquisition, and the
capture of preservation
metadatafor acquiring,
appraising, and
preserving digital
records.

Thisarticle focuses on
thetechnical aspects of
thedigital preservation

Dhrganizatien

Figure 1: Pyramidal Approach to Digital Preservation

overview of asystems
architectureandits
components.

Thethird section of the
survey addressed storage
devices. Most responded
that some form of storage
existed, and oneinstitution
was in the process of
reviewing itsstorage
infrastructure. Of the
threeingtitutionsthat have
received digital records,
theindicationisthat the

survey. These aspects
includeinformation on
thetechnical infrastructure, storage, and the extent or
scope and size of the digital collectionsgiven by each of
the participating institutions. The pyramidal approach to
digital preservation (Figure 1), inwhich thethreesides
aretechnical, organizational, and resources, to digital
preservation isfollowed for amorein-depth look at
these technical components.(1)

Technical Component:

Thetechnical component of adigital preservation
strategy, according to Anne R. Kenney and Nancy Y.
McGovern, isacombination of the hardware and
software, network protocols, and technical skills needed
to manage and preserve digital objects or records.(2)
Inthe Provincial Archivesof Albertadigital
preservation survey, two objectives were formulated to
address the hardware and software factors, and the
storage aspect of network protocols. Although the
survey did not ask about technical skills, some
respondents did provide some additional information on
this. Overall, the respondents provided valuable

records are transferred on
removable storage such asfloppy disksand CDs.
Although not explicitly stated, ingtitutional records
appear to betransferred through internal networks.
However, al of theinstitutions stated that formal
procedures for thistype of transfer are not yet
implemented.

The storage infrastructure variesfor each
institution, but some commonalitiesexist.

Currently, eachinstitution uses avariety of media
storage, such asfloppy disks, zip disks, CDsand
DVDs. Storage on USB deviceswas not
mentioned; and sincethisisfairly new technology
(inthe archival sense!), these are probably not used
for transferring records or aslong-term storage.
Oneof the provincial archivesisadopting anumber
of approachesto storage to address access needs,
security concerns, and other factors. Removable
drives are one element to their approach. A
combination of removable and networked storage
appearsto be the preferred approach.
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Overall, most of theinstitutionsareimplementing
networked storage in the form of storage area networks
(or SAN). For institutions managing and preserving
over fiveterabytes of information, R. David Vernon and
OyaY. Rieger from Cornell University recommend a
hierarchical SAN architecture for access, retrieval, and
storage.(3) A hierarchical storage takes advantage of
the benefitsin combining disk, tape, and optical storage
systemsfor automatically migrating from one storage
mediato another. Thistype of architecture allowsfor
faster online accessand retrieval of largearchival
storage projects, while optimizing storagefor each given
technology’sbenefits. Finaly, the storage architecture
should be scal able and flexible to accommodate the
acquisition or growth rate of digital recordsinto the
archives.

The extent and scope (size, format, and complexity) of
digital records a so impactsthe systemsarchitecture. As
mentioned above, flexibility and scalability are essential
featuresto ensurethelongevity of theinfrastructure.
Library and Archives Canada acknowledgesthe need of
such an infrastructure “to keep pace with the needs and
expectations of our clients[and] to handletheincreased
complexity of collection information and to continuethe
trend towardsdigital itemsin our collection.” (4)

At thetime of the survey, Library and Archives Canada
was one of threeinstitutionsthat received digital
records. McGill University, Archivesof Ontario, and
Library and Archives Canada acquired two gigabytes,
200 gigabytes, and 7200 gigabytes of information,

respectively. Unfortunately, none of the respondents
indicated the complexity (i.e., multimediaversus
simpletextual document) and format (i.e., .DOC,
JPG, WAV, .WMF) of therecordsin their holdings.
However, it is probabl e that the majority of the digital
records are basic textual documentsand imagefiles,
and that asmall percentage may include multimedia
fileswith acombination of text, image, and sound.
Aswell, McGill University and Library and Archives
Canadahave been working on web archiving
projects, which would be considered complex
documents.

Additionally, information relating to the rate of
growth required for storage capacity was not included
intheir responses. Astheseinstitutionsareonly
receiving digital recordson an ad hoc basis, they may
not have been ableto providethisinformationin
detail. However, some extrapolations may be madeif
agrowth rate is estimated from 50% to 100%
yearly.(5) For instance, if an organization has 100
gigabytes of information for 2006, then in 2007, the
organization will have created 150 to 200 gigabytes,
and in 2008, that amount increases to 225 to 400
gigabytes. To estimatethe acquisition for the
archivesin which threeto five per cent of thetotal
amount of gigabytesisconsidered to have permanent
or enduring value, then the archives may anticipate
approximately threeto five gigabytesin 2006, six to
ten gigabytesin 2007, and 12 to 20 gigabytesin
2008. Theaccompanying graphillustratesthis
example.
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Following from the complexity of thedigital record are
software applications and programs used to create,
store, and managethem. McGill University and
Archives of Ontario are working on projectsto convert
emailsfrom aproprietary format to onethat isan open
standard. McGill University hasbeen converting
emailsfrom the Outlook personal folder storageto
XML and PDF/A. Archivesof Ontario convertstheir
emailsto HTML. In converting the emailsfrom a
proprietary format to the open standards of XML,
PDF/A, or HTML, software programs and applications
should havelessdifficulty in accessing and rendering
the documents. A well-developed systems
architecture, therefore, should have the capacity to
incorporate conversion of documentsto open
standards or more ubiquitous formats.

Summary:

When analyzing the responses from the Provincial
Archivesof Albertadigital preservation survey, an
outlinefor thetechnology component emerges.

1. Asdigital recordsaretransferred to the
archivesusing removabl e storage, the systems
architecture should incorporate the ability to
read different mediastorage formats such as
floppy disks, CD/DVDs, and USB devices.

2. Thesystemsarchitecturerequiresastorage
infrastructurethat is scalable and flexible to
accommodate agrowth rate of that nearly
doubles each year, and in which the
complexity of therecord increasesas new
technology iscreated.

3. Softwareand hardware technology must be
stablefor long-term management and
preservation to ensure accessibility and
retrievability into thefuture.

TheProvincia Archivesof Albertaisworking towards
such asystems architecture, and the information from
thissurvey hasbeneficial in moving towardstothis
god.

To request a copy of the Provincial Archives of
Alberta Digital Preservation Sandard Survey
Summary Report, please contact Lori Nordland at:

Provincia Archivesof Alberta
8555 Roper Road

Edmonton AB T6E 5W1
Telephone: 780-415-8143

Fax: 780-427-4646

Email: lori.nordland@gov.ab.ca
Website: http://www.cd.gov.ab.cal
preserving/paa_2002/index.asp

1 Adopted from Anne R. Kenney and Nancy Y.
McGovern, “Three-Legged Stool,” March 2005 (http://
www.library.cornell.edu/iris/dpo/docs/Cuba-ark-
nym_final.ppt)

2 Kenney and McGovern, “ Three-Legged Stool”

3 R. David Vernon and Oya. Rieger, “Digital Asset
Management: An Introduction to Key Issues (Revised 2/
02 — Revision 2),” Office of Information Technologies
IT Architecture Initiative
(http://www.cit.cornell.edu/oit/Arch-Init/
DigAssetMgmt.pdf)

4 Library and Archives Canada, “Report on Plans and
Priorities (2005-2006),” (http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/est-
pre/20052006/LAC-BAC/LAC-BACr5601_e.asp)

5 David O. Stephens and Roderick C. Wallace,
Electronic Records Retention: New Srategies for
Data Life Cycle Management, (ARMA International:
2003).
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EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON ARCHIVES
Shelley Sweeney, Secretary General, Bureau of Canadian Archivists

From May 18" to the 20", 550 del egates from all over
the world attended the European Conference on
Archivesin Warsaw, Poland. Asthe Secretary General
of the Bureau of Canadian Archivists, | had the
privilegeto attend this conference, as| wasin Warsaw
for ameeting of the International Council onArchives
steering committee of the Section on Professional
Associations (SPA). The European conference only
meets once every four years, so thisindeed was arare
privilegeto be ableto attend it. The theme of the
conferencewas*“Archivist: Profession of the Futurein
Europe.” Aninteresting opening remark was: “if the
archivist did not exist, it would haveto beinvented.”
Whileremarkably therewas still the odd archivist
arguing over whether archival sciencewasatrue
science or not (doesit really matter when there are
hundreds of thousands of professionalsaround the
world studying and performing archival duties?), for
the most part discussion centered around
competencies, accreditation and certification.

Whileit would seem that thereisagreater need to
establish common competenciesin Europe because of
thewiderange of dissimilar educational offeringsin
Europe and the opportunitiesfor archiviststowork in
other countriesviathe European Union, thisisa
growing trend around the world. Inour SPA meetings,
the steering committee determined that it isinterested
in devel oping acompetency model for theinternational
community to employ asit needs. | brought up
Canada’ sALARM report on competenciesfor
librarians, archivists and records managers.

The conference also had alot to say about the issue
of accreditation of schoolswhich providearchival
education. Accreditation ensuresthat schoolsmeet a
minimum acceptable standard, in an effort to
guarantee the quality of the education of archivists,
and through that education, the quality of the
archiviststrained. It also ensuresthat schoolskeep
abreast of current developments. Accreditationis
currently being studied herein Canada, so thistoo
wasatopical issue.

Andfinally, although certification has not been
popular in Canada because of the strength and

rel ative homogeneity of our educational programs, it
toowasof interest. Certificationisreally atool to
ensurethat educated archivists maintained their
professional statusby beinginvolvedinthearchival
community, participating on committees, attending
conferences, writing articles and books, speaking at
events, and so on. Certificationisnot for entry-level
archivistswith differing backgroundsto enter the
profession as, if wefollowed the American model
presented by the Academy of Certified Archivists,
certification isachieved once one has obtained a
degree and a certain number of years of experience.

The conclusion of the conference was that
competencies, accreditation and certification wereall
important components of the further
professionalization of thearchival field. All inall, this
conferencewasvery stimulating and timely.

Educational Experiences.”

Branch overall, and to his position in particular.

CITY OF EDMONTONARCHIVESWELCOMESANEW CITY ARCHIVIST

It iswith great pleasure that | announce the appointment of Dr. Michael Payne as “City Archivist and Supervisor of

Michael comes to the City of Edmonton from the Province of Alberta where he worked as “ Head of Research and
Publications” for the Cultural Facilities and Historic Sites Branch of Alberta Community Development. A noted author,
historian and educator, Michael brings a wealth of knowledge, skills and experience to the Recreation Facility Services

Michael began his new duties on Monday, May 1. As Director of Programs & Events, | welcome Michael to his new
position and look forward to what I’m sure will be his many contributions to the citizens of Edmonton.

Bryan Monaghan
Director, Programs & Events
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RESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT CARDSARRANGED AND DESCRIBED

Carol Sokes and Glennda Leslie, Archivists

The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archivesis
pleased to announce that four sub-series of the
Residential Assessment Cards have been arranged and
described. This project has been supported by agrant
from the Alberta Historical Resources Foundation
through the Archives Society of Alberta.

The four sub-series that have been processed are:

Pre 1975 Assessment Cards

Building Assessment Record Cards Demolitions

“Mobile Unit Validation Records’ —Mobile

Homes

o Assessment Record Cards (Demolished
Buildings).

The sub-series titles were taken from the Records

Transmittal formsaccompanying therecords.

TheAssessment Department created the Residential
Assessment Cardsin order to maintain property details
separately from the Assessment roll, whichisopento
the public. Recording them separately rather than
including themintheroll ensured the confidentiality of
thisinformation and did not link it to personal
information.

The property details, described below, were used to
assess the value of a property. The collection and use
of thisinformation was made obsol ete with the
province-wideintroduction of the Market Value System
of assessment in 1999, ending Assessment’s
requirement to create and maintain these records. The
changein assessment model removed the confidential
nature of the property details.

These cards, 1952-1999, may includethelegal
description and the building/property address,
construction date; detail ed information about the
construction materialsused, interior fixturesand rooms;
building dimensions; assessed value; arecord of
inspections; and often adetailed pencil sketch of the
building itself. The cards were updated as new
information became availablethrough inspections. They

are useful to researchersin the areas of building
history, business or community history, and
environmental research.

Assessors occasionally added notations to the
cards and these provide aglimpse into aday in the
lifewhile out oninspection. Problemswith dogs
were frequently mentioned, as well as the
occasional encounter with adifficult person. One
assessor noted “Loud music! Door sign ‘ stagger
in’". Did from the outside” on the card. “ Residence
in a Rundown Maintenance Category. Looks Like
its Occupied by Hipps[sic]??’ observed another
assessor. “ Building kaputskii” [sic] wasafavoured
notation.

These records are electronically searchable
through the description work donein DB/
TextWorks. This increased access was shown
recently when a researcher found considerable
information in sub-series||1 regarding abuilding he
was researching, information that would not have
been readily avail able without the support of
funding received through the AlbertaHistorical
Resources Foundation and the Archives Society of
Alberta.

For moreinformation, please contact:
The City of Calgary, Corporate Records, Archives

Email: archives@calgary.ca
Phone: (403) 268-8180
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GLENBOW CELEBRATESS50YEARSOF“FRIENDLY, COOPERATIVE
ATTITUDE"

Jim Bowman, Glenbow Archives

Researchersvisiting the Glenbow Library & Archiveson the morning of April 19 may have been astonished to see
the place festooned with blue and silver balloons, and a hubbub of ahundred or so peopl e eating cake and drinking
coffee.

The Library & Archivestook abreak from the usual “no food, no drink” rule to welcome past and current staff,
volunteers, and regular researchers on the occasion of the 50" anniversary of the oldest continuously-operating
archivesinAlberta. Guest of honor was Hugh Dempsey, Glenbow’sfirst archivist, now Chief Curator Emeritus.

The Glenbow Foundation was established in 1954 by Eric Harvie, who had become the weal thiest man in Canada
through hisastuteinvestment in mineral rightsin the Leduc and Redwater oilfields. Hehad apassion for collecting
and adesireto share hiswealth with fellow Albertans. Glenbow staff wereinitially instructed to “collect likea
bunch of drunken sailors”, but thefirst Director, retired National Museum of Canada anthropol ogist Douglas

L eechman, succeeded in establishing somerationality over the growth of the collection. InApril 1956 Dempsey,
then ayoung journalist, was hired to oversee the archives.

“Thefirst 10 or so entriesin the accession register were vague as to their dates of accession,” said Dempsey. “But
| believe every accession since then has been handled properly.” Dempsey was promoted to an administrative
position in 1968, and was succeeded as Chief Archivist by Sheilagh Jameson, then Bill McKee, then Tony Rees.

Glenbow’sfirst professional librarianwasT. R. (Pat) M cCloy, who was succeeded in 1972 by Len Gottselig. In
1993 the organi zation was restructured, with the Library and the Archives combined into one work unit managed
by internally elected Directors. Since 2000, Doug Cass has been the appointed Director.

“Archivistsin someinstitutionsare primarily concerned with the collections, and consider researchersasamost an
imposition. But staff here have awaysfostered afriendly, cooperative attitude, and that has made Glenbow’s
reputation,” said Dempsey.

Glenbow’s President and CEO, Mike Robinson, echoed Dempsey’ s comments about the quality of the Library &
Archivespublic service, and cited three examples of scholarly and personal researcherswho contacted himto
compliment the reference desk staff. Doug Cass paid tribute to past staff memberswho built up the Library &
Archivescollections, aswell asthose satisfied researcherswho acted asits advocates.

Sanding, left to right: Ellen Bryant, Pat
Mol esky-Brar, Jim Bowman, Doug Cass,
Harry Sanders, Jennifer Hamblin,
Lindsay Moir

gtting, left to right: Tonia Fanella,
Susan Kooyman, Roberta Ryckman
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USER FEEDBACK

TheASA receivesfeedback from the users of our online materials, either directly through emails sent to

ASA staff and contractorsor indirectly through institutional memberswho pass along the commentsthey
receivefromindividual researchers. Occasionally, theASA likesto featurethe commentsreceived asan
exampl e of thereach of the ASA’sonlinework.

Submitted by Susan Kooyman of the Glenbow, the examplelisted below comes from aresearcher in
Whitby, Ontario, who waswriting atechnical and engineering history of narrow gaugerailwaysbuiltin
Ontario inthe 1870s. Theresearcher paid the Glenbow to digitize the diary of William Jackson, aPriddis
pioneer who worked in the East as arailway labourer before settling in Alberta. As Susan noted when she
sent thisto the ASA, “not only did he get material for hisbook, but he also discovered a more personal
connectionto thediary.”

If you have researcher or other feedback about aresearcher’sarchival experiencesthat you' d liketo share
with the archival community, please send them to the ASA at mgourlie@connect.ab.ca

Susan,
Thank you for your note. Sorry for not replying earlier, but we just got back home from atrip.

Wewerein Californiawhen | first saw your note and unable at first to access the files because of time
considerations (we were using internet cafes). Later | got free access and looked at them briefly. My wife
and | were fascinated by the first look.

Strange though it may seem my grandfather, Abel Clarke, wasbornin 1853 (thisis because both he and
my father married at quite late ages) and so he became a coal miner in an English village at about the same
time, and age, asWilliam Jackson. This makesthe memoir doubly fascinating for me, asit tells something
about my grandfather’s probable life. Imagine going to work down a coal minewhen you were 9 years
old! My father would also have started work down the mine when hewas 12 or 13, and all hislife he
promised that | would NEVER work inamine. So | became a professional engineer, and thefirst malein
my family for 200 years not to be a miner!

To get back to the main theme...the extractsthat | need are short but priceless! William describesthe
methods of young maleimmigrantsworking their passage across Ontario by |oading the Grand Trunk
railway locomotiveswith wood; getting work with railway contractorsat initial starvation ratesuntil they
proved they could do hard manual labour; and the efforts of experienced labourersto limit the amount of
work the naive new boysdid, so that everyone could go along at a‘ reasonable’ working pace (nothing
new there, then!)

Someterrific colour which will be going into therailway construction chapter, later thisweek.
Thank you again for the help. What would we do without the internet?

Rod Clarke
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SUBMISSIONS?
QUESTIONS?
SUGGESTIONS?

-

The Archives Society of Alberta Newsletter
is published quarterly by the Archives
Society of Alberta. Submissions, questions
and suggestions should be directed to the
Newsletter Editor c/o

Archives Society of Alberta
PO Box 4067

South Edmonton Post Office
Edmonton, Alberta

T6E 4S8

Editor contact information:
Telephone: (780) 424-2697

Fax: (780) 425-1679

Email: mgourlie@connect.ab.ca

Individuals and institutions are encouraged
to submit articles, reviews, reports, photo-
graphs or Letters to the Editor to the ASA
Newsletter, Issues #2, 3 and 4.
Submissions are preferred in electronic
format as DOC or TXT files for textual
submissions, or as JPG files for graphic
submissions.

Submission deadlines are:
September 30th Issue #2 - Winter
January 15th Issue #3 - Spring
April 30th Issue #4 - Summer

*|ssue #1 is reserved for Annual Reports of the Society
and its committees

The views expressed in the Archives Society
of Alberta Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Archives Society of Alberta or
its Editor.

The Archives Society of Alberta is supported
in part by a grant from the Alberta Historical
Resources Foundation.
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Archives Society of Alberta
Membership Application
2006 - 2007

Name (Institution or Individual)

Address

City Province
Postal Code Telephone
Business Phone Fax

E-mail

Voting Delegate (Associate / Institutional)

Institutional Affiliation (Individual Members)

Type of Membership - Please Check

O Archives Employee $40.00
O Students, Volunteers, Seniors $20.00
O Associate Institutional Member  $60.00
O Institutional Member (membership fee is

based on the archives operating budget.
Please contact the ASA for further
information)

O Yes, | would like to volunteer for an ASA
Committee

Please make cheque or money order payable
to the Archives Society of Alberta and mail to:

Archives Society of Alberta
P.O. Box 4067, South Edmonton P.O.
Edmonton, AB T6E 4S8
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